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WASHINGTON POST
26 May 1986

Rowland Evans and Robert Novak

Commander Zero, Deserted

Further poisoning the well for jailed

|
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communist regime established by his
revolutionary comrades. Deserted by
four of his six commandantes (two re-
fused to leave him) he turned himself in
to Costa Rican authorities on May 16.

Only weeks before that tragic series
of events, Pastora had been promised by
an unofficial US. negotiator that he
would get immediate help. He was
and a secure communications system in
exchange for this pledge: deliver his
2,000-plus guerrillas to a Ni
meeting place with UNO; cooperate
with UNO leaders; accept a retired U.S.
officer as military adviser to end his
movement’s organizational troubles.

Even though this arrangement is be-
bieved to have had the blessing of Assist-
ant Secretary of State Elliott Abrams, it
was systematically subverted. Instead of
getting what had been pledged, Pastora
found his lieutenants suborned, his abili-
ty to keep going ruthlessly choked.

This repudiation of a patriot and a
Reagan doctrine of support to anticom-
munist movements.

nistas
could be defeated militarily.

When we saw the anti-Somoza rev-
olutionary leader at one of his jungle
headquarters a year ago, the duplicity of

ington-connected politmrl‘a:ttg:eks
against him was plain. He n
charged with being a mere propagandist
who operated only on the Costa Rican
side of the border, with hints that he
might be in cahoots with the old Sandi-

no ammunition, food or clothing. He had
already been frazen out by the CIA and

™~

! ora aders in

~and WATh _anti-Pastora_ UNU leaders in_
the CIA, Just before Easter, Singlaub

went to Central America and reached
the across-the-board agreement with
Pastora. It was accepted by Abrams
who, with other officials, believes Pasto-
ra’s name alone is a priceless asset for
the contras throughout Nicaragua.

But in the real world of the Reagan
administration, policy operates accord-
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C.LA. Role Reported in Contra’s Fall

WASHINGTON, May 28 (AP) — A
man known to Nicaraguan rebeis

has barred the
C.I.A. from giving military aid and ad-

officials | tras, for political projects
'year, United States officials say.

vice to rebels, although the agency is
aliowed to intelligence with
them. The C.1.A. has also secretly fun-
neled several million dollars to the
rebels, who are generally calied con-
this past

g:qx to switch Bosco
tamoros, a contra said
!JNO':mlmary came from

the Americans had chosen to help Nica-
raguans.”’
On May 9, the aid-starved Pastora

rebels. Mr. Chamorro
leads an UNO-allied group of about 400
contras known as the Ni
Democratic Union. Mr. Pastora’s

ago, the commanders — not
UNO — made “‘the first contact”’ in the

talks that led to their desertion from
Mr. Pastora.
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